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Third Annual “We Solve Problems Essay Contest” Sheds Light  
On Issues Facing Today’s Teens 

 
Cleveland, Ohio (May 14, 2018) – This year’s “We Solve Problems Essay Contest” challenged high 
school students to tackle a problem impacting their peers. More than 1,500 high school students from 
seven Northeast Ohio districts participated in the contest. Freshman Jeremy Cavanagh from 
Chagrin Falls High School was awarded the winning essay for his problem solving and persuasive 
writing on the topic of “Protecting Our LGBT Youth in Schools.”   
 
A reception was held at the Chagrin Falls Performing Arts Center on May 9 where business 
executives, civic leaders, administrators and families gathered to celebrate the winning students from 
Aurora, Beachwood, Broadview-Brecksville Heights, Chagrin Falls, Kenston, Orange and Newbury 
high schools.  
 
Run by the Gertsburg Law Firm and The Chagrin Valley Chamber of Commerce, students’ 600-word 
essays were judged by 230 business and government leaders, including Brandon Chrostowski, 
founder/president/CEO of EDWINS Leadership & Recruitment Institute; Vadim Kleyner, CEO and 
chairman of Smartland; Rebecca Ruppert McMahon, executive director of the Cleveland Metropolitan 
Bare Association; Jeff Hoffman, global speaker and entrepreneur, founder of ColorJar.com; Sara 
Shookman, co-anchor WKYC; Congressman Jim Renacci, Ohio’s 16th congressional district; 
Congressman Dave Joyce, Ohio’s 14th congressional district; State Representative Marlene Anielski, 
Ohio’s 6th congressional district; and, Congresswomen Marcia Fudge, Ohio’s 11th congressional 
district.  
 
“Mentoring and educating our young future leaders is at the heart of this contest,” said Molly Gebler, 
director, Chagrin Valley Chamber of Commerce. “Harnessing the power of business and political 
leaders towards that goal, we had an incredible showing of public-and private-sector judges who 
brought forth their professional experience and volunteered their time to read and evaluate essays.”  
 
Grade winners include: 

 9th Grade Winner/Overall Winner: Jeremy Cavanagh, Chagrin Falls High School 
 9th Grade Runner-Up: Laila Julien, Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School 
 10th Grade Winner: Grace Lee, Chagrin Falls High School 
 10th Grade Runner-Up: Kate Tzefronis, Orange High School  
 11th Grade Winner: Andrew Clark, Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School 
 11th Grade Runner-Up: Ethan Sands, Orange High School  
 12th Grade Winner: Allie Kovatch, Chagrin Falls High School 



  

 12th Grade Runner-Up: Anastasia Kotkovskaya, Chagrin Falls High School 
 
Of the 1,500 essays submitted, Technology/Social Media (Equal Access, Overuse/Addiction, 
Influence) was the most popular category, followed by Education (Excessive Homework, Costs, 
Curriculum) and Drug Abuse (especially E-Cigarettes and Opioids). “This was the first year we had 
students select their topics and, wow, it was powerful,” said Alex Gertsburg, head of the Gertsburg 
Law Firm. “As a community, we now know what truly is on the minds of our nation’s teens.” 
 
A total of $15,000 in prize money – funded by individual and corporate sponsors – was distributed 
among the finalists. Key funders included Vadim Kleyner of Smartland, Motorcars Toyota/Honda, 
First Energy, and North Coast Auto Mall. Cavanagh received $2,000 for his overall winning essay. 
All participating schools received $1,000, with Chagrin Falls receiving an additional $1,000 for the 
overall winning essay. School funds were provided for implementing the ideas brought forth in the 
essays. 
 
This year’s contest also included several in-kind donations for the students. Toshiba Business 
Solutions presented four laptops to the runner-up students in each grade; Big Frog Custom T-Shirts 
printed essay contest t-shirts for each finalist; Buffalo Wild Wings donated an order of boneless 
wings to over 600 students and, Burntwood Tavern provided food for the reception. The 
Neighborhood Office and Windjammer Adventure Publishing both donated printing services 
throughout the contest. 
 
The evening wrapped up with an announcement that the Ohio School Boards Association has asked 
Alex and Molly to present a program at their Annual Conference in November which describes the 
essay contest and how it can be used in other school districts. 

Finalists’ essays, and a full list of judges and sponsors can be viewed at www.wesolveproblems-
essay.com.  
 
 
About the Gertsburg Law Firm 
The Gertsburg Law Firm is changing the character of the attorney-client relationship in business from 
a cost-center to a trusted advisor. Drawing from their complex litigation experiences as members of 
large law firms, in-house counsel and federal attorneys, the Gertsburg Law Firm’s award-winning 
attorneys provide clients the benefit of business lawyers with real life business experience in a wide 
variety of industries. This dynamic results in a comprehensive and innovative approach to business 
law that is proactive and consultative, ultimately saving clients money in fees and exposure before 
issues arise. Located in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, the Gertsburg team of lawyers and support staff 
leverages its knowledge, broad experience and steadfast dedication to both solving and avoiding 
clients’ business problems, and helping them actually grow their businesses in a way that no other law 
firm does.  
 
About the Chagrin Valley Chamber of Commerce 
More than 500 members strong, the Chagrin Valley Chamber of Commerce offers an array of 
programs to help area business owners improve their bottom line. Serving 13 communities in the 
Chagrin Valley, the Chamber serves as a powerful regional force: encouraging business to relocate to 
the Chagrin Valley; presenting the interests of business and industry before local and state 
governments; supporting the cultural and civic life of the communities; and, working to make the Valley 
a better place to live and do business. 
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